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Detailed Information
For some excellent & detailed information regarding the history of 

Saxophone manufacturers please visit :
www.saxophone.org

For more info. on King & HN White visit:
http://www.hnwhite.com/
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Armstrong Flutes

In 1931, William Teasdale Armstrong, a highly respected craftsman and a C.G. Conn shop foreman, 
founded his small flute repair shop in Elkhart, Indiana. Word of his skill and uncompromising 
commitment to quality quickly spread, and it wasn’t long before he was asked to manufacture 
instruments for professional musicians.

The proud Armstrong heritage passed on to son Edward, who apprenticed under his father and shared 
his father’s attention to detail regarding quality. Edward’s concern for quality went well beyond the 
crafting of professional level instruments. He recognized a need to provide quality instruments to a 
rapidly growing number of students and community musicians.

In the 1970s, Armstrong developed a “new” flute scale in conjunction with Albert Cooper. Prior to this 
new scale, flute makers would correct the tuning of A=435 commonly found on flutes by cutting the 
end of the headjoint to bring pitch up to A=440. While this served to correct the pitch in the center 
registers, all other octaves did not play in tune. Armstrong and Cooper collaborated together to create 
a whole new flute with improved performance. Changes would include a tapered headjoint, alterations 
to dimension of tone holes and tone hole placement. This redesigned flute would become today’s 102, 
103, and 104 model flute platforms.

In 1984, the Armstrong woodwind company was sold to King Musical Instruments, which later merged 
with C.G. Conn in 1985 to form United Musical Instruments (UMI). UMI later merged with the Selmer 
Company in 2002 and created Conn-Selmer, Inc



Page 2



Page 3



Page 4



Page 5



Page 6

KING & H.N White Saxophones
The serial numbers listed on this page end when 
The H. N. White Company was sold in 1965. 
After 1965, all instruments were manufactured 
in Eastlake and engraved with “King Musical 
Instruments.”
Special Note: Please keep in mind that model 
changes might not have been made to all 
Saxophones in the production line and may not 
be respective of the true age of your instrument.

Date Serial Number
1893-1915 1-50,000
1915-1925 50,000-78,000
1925-1930 78,001-126,000
1930-1935 126,001-161,000
1935-1940 161,001-220,000
1940-1945 220,001-275,000
1945-1950 275,001-305,000
1950-1955 305,001-340,000
1955-1960 340,001-370,000
1960-1965 370,001-406,500
1965-1970 406,501-457,600

For more detailed information on King and 
many other saxophones visit

 www.saxpics.com.
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MARTIN Saxophones

Serial Number Year of Manufacture
MARTIN Saxophones

Serial Number Year of Manufacture

Leblanc (France) took over the company in 
1971. They also used the Martin name to sell 
Yanigasawa built saxes as well as marketing 
Vito and Yanigasawa instruments.
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Serial Number YEAR
12,729,030 1972
12,731,254 1973
12,745,400 1974
12,753,382 1975
12,764,553 1976
12,775,790 1977
12,781,317 1978
12,791,801 1979
102,143 1980
106,981 1981
111,892 1982
117,142 1983
122,663 1984
128,485 1985
134,903 1986
141,658 1987
148,774 1988
156,006 1989
162,968 1990
170,073 1991
177,116 1992
184,318 1993
189,050 1994
197,400 1995
205,400 1996

213,000 1997

219,500 1998

228,250 1999

235,000 2000

Yanagisawa
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